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On arriving at the close of the first volume, the 
editors of the Chronicle would do injustice to their 
feelings, if they did not offer their grateful thanks’ 
for the flattering encouragement with which their 
labours have been received by their medical 
brethren. It is not to the extent of their subscrip- 
tion list that they now refer. From the local character 
and objects of their work, it was not to be supposed 
that this could ever have become very extensive, 
and the numerous and increasing facilities for perus- 
ing periodical works in our reading rooms, tend more 
especially to limit the purchase of this interesting 
class of publications. Notwithstanding these obsta- 
cles, we have every reason to congratulate ourselves 
on the support given to the work, and there is no 
doubt that if it should be continued another year, 
that it would prove even more profitable to the 
publishers. Butit is not to this head we would invite 
the attention of our readers. It is to the decided ap- 
_ probation which has been expressed of the objects of 
our work, and of the manner in which they have been 
accomplished, an approbation not confined to a few 
individuals, but avowed by every independent man in 
the profession. ‘To this we shall hereafter turn 
with grateful pride and satisfaction ; regarding it as 
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the surest test that we have done our duty, and 
not laboured altogether in vain. Resting on this sup- 
port, we have ever despised the affected sneers of 
wounded pride, and the contumelious insinuations of 
baffled vanity. That those against whom we have 
been compelled, in the honest discharge of our duty, 
to direct more especially the arrows of an unsparing 
criticism, in order that their absurd pretensions 
and selfish designs might be exposed and guarded 
against; that such men should have atiempted to 
frown upon our attempts, and if possible abridge our 
power and influence, is not to be wondered at. How 
successful they have been, Time will show. Little 
credit as we attach to our undertaking, and fully 
aware, as we are, of our manifold imperfections, we 
cannot be so affectedly blind, as to overlook the 
obvious and gratifying fact, that the eyes of the pro- 
fession have been opened, and that the standard of 
perfection and greatness once held up to the profes- 
sion, and too long acquiesced in, has been levelled to 
the dust. Men are no longer to be rated according 
to the mere extent of practice they enjoy, nor does a 
place of honour and emolument, obtained by favour- 
itism and secured by the tenure of a monopoly, 
necessarily confer intellect, talents, or worth, to the 
fortunate occupant. A change has been wrought in 
the spirit of the profession, and selfishness itself must 
at least assume the garb of distnterestedness, and be 
backed by veritable talents and claims, if it would 
ever hope to succeed in the honourable career of pro- 
fessional eminence and distinction. ‘To this change 
we may have contributed our mite, but it 1s in the 
enlightened spirit of the age in which we live, and 
in the gradual diffusion of knowledge and liberal 
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principles, that its causes are chiefly to be found. 
'To these we commit the interests of the profession ; 
confident that the mists that have so long over- 
shadowed their prospects are rapidly clearing away, 
and that with their departure, the influence of empi- 


ricism, whether practical or literary, will soon cease 
to be felt. 
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